
From 1 September: 
• you must assess whether any permitted work with legacy engineered stone involves processing that is high 

risk, and 
• if you assess the processing as high risk, you need to comply with additional requirements, including having 

a silica risk control plan and providing crystalline silica training to your workers.  
You still need to minimise risk as much as possible when processing any legacy engineered stone.
You must also notify your state or territory WHS regulator that you are doing permitted work with legacy 
engineered stone. 

swa.gov.au/clearlungs

Changes to the regulation of work with 
crystalline silica substances 

What is changing?

From 1 September 2024, stronger work 
health and safety regulations will apply 
to work with materials containing 1% 
or more crystalline silica, known as 
crystalline silica substances. 

Working with crystalline silica substances: Guidance for PCBUs
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Not all workplace hazards are visible.

natural stone (granite, marble, sandstone), 
artificial stone products (sintered stone and 
porcelain), asphalt, bricks, tiles and concrete.

Common crystalline silica substances include:

	 Check the relevant safety data sheet or product 
information sheet if you are unsure about a 
product’s crystalline silica content.

If you process crystalline silica substances at your workplace using power tools or other machinery, you need 
to:
• Assess whether the processing is high risk, meaning it is likely to result in a risk to the health of someone at 

the workplace. 
• If the processing is assessed as high risk, you must comply with additional requirements, including having 

a silica risk control plan and providing crystalline silica training to your workers. 
• Use a combination of control measures to minimise the risk of exposure to silica dust as much as possible.

How do the changes affect your workplace?

 Engineered stone is a crystalline silica substance 

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/working-crystalline-silica-substances-guidance-pcbus

